
                     Uniform Unit Pricing Regulation

                              as adopted by
The National Conference on Weights and Measures*

1. Background

The Uniform Unit Pricing Regulation (UPR) (renamed in
1983) provides a national approach to the subject for those
jurisdictions choosing to adopt such a regulation.  The
traditional approach of the Conference in drafting Uniform
Regulations has been to design specific implementing
Regulations for the enforcement of the broader requirements
of the Uniform Weights and Measures Law.  Given the
authority of § 12.c and d, and the mandate of § 16. of this
Law, as well as the trend in unit pricing, both voluntary and
mandatory, the Unit Pricing Regulation is considered
appropriate.  Unit pricing has been a concern of the weights
and measures official and has been required for random
weight packages for a long time.

In 1993 the NCWM was contacted by several weights and
measures jurisdictions and retail trade associations
requesting that the UPR be updated to add new commodity
groups and pricing requirements.  The comments indicated
that many commodity groups for nonfood products were not
included in the table and that some of the required units may
not be appropriate for many of the new products being sold
in stores.  Another concern was that the UPR specified
pricing only on the basis of price per pound on most
products sold by weight.  This has resulted in some
jurisdictions not enforcing the requirements on stores that
voluntarily unit price on the basis of price per ounce instead
of price per pound.  The NCWM agreed that the UPR should
be revised to encourage wider adoption and use of the
uniform regulation and that provisions for unit pricing in
metric units should be included. 

At the 1997 Annual Meeting the NCWM adopted revisions
to the regulation to permit retail stores that voluntarily
provide unit pricing to present prices using various units of
measure.  

The NCWM eliminated the table of product groupings
because it is difficult to keep it up to date and it was not all
inclusive so some newer products were not included under
the uniform requirements.  The table was replaced with
requirements that specify that the unit price is to be based
on price per ounce or pound, or price per 100 grams or
kilogram if the packaged commodity is labeled by weight.
For example, the proposed revisions would require the unit
price for soft drinks sold in various package sizes (e.g., 12
fl. oz. cans through 2 liter bottles) to be uniformly and
consistently displayed in terms of either price per fluid
ounce, or price per quart, or price per liter.  The NCWM
also increased the price of commodities exempted from unit
pricing from 10 cents to 50 cents.  The NCWM believed
these revisions will ensure that unit pricing information
facilitates value comparison between different package sizes
and/or brands offered for sale in a store.

The NCWM also considered several comments on this item
from members of the U.S. Metric Association (USMA).
Most of these comments suggested that the UPR be
amended to require unit pricing in metric units and permit
inch-pound unit pricing to be provided voluntarily.  When
it developed the proposed revisions, the NCWM included
guidelines for both inch-pound and metric unit pricing and
believes this is the correct approach to implementing metric
revisions in the regulation.  The NCWM would like to make
it clear that the UPR applies only when stores voluntarily
provide unit pricing information.  Its purpose is to provide
a standard that retailers must follow to ensure that
consumers will have pricing information that helps them
make value comparisons.  The decision to provide unit price
information in metric or inch-pound units rests with retailers
who will respond to consumer preference.  The NCWM
believes that consumer preference will be the deciding
factor as to when and how quickly metric unit pricing is
used in the marketplace. Therefore, the NCWM 
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does not support amendments to include mandatory
provisions in the UPR as these provisions would take the
decision to go to metric unit pricing out of the hands of
consumers and retailers.  Finally, the NCWM does not want
to include any requirement that may discourage retailers
from voluntarily providing unit price information.
(Amended 1997)

2.  Status of Promulgation

The table beginning on page 8 shows the status of adoption
of the Uniform Unit Pricing Regulation.
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5GEVKQP����#RRNKECVKQP

'ZEGRV�HQT�TCPFQO�CPF�WPKHQTO�YGKIJV�RCEMCIGU�VJCV
ENGCTN[� UVCVG� VJG� WPKV� RTKEG� KP� CEEQTF� YKVJ� GZKUVKPI
TGIWNCVKQPU�� CP[� TGVCKN� GUVCDNKUJOGPV� RTQXKFKPI� WPKV
RTKEG� KPHQTOCVKQP� HQT� RCEMCIGF� EQOOQFKVKGU�� KP
CFFKVKQP�VQ�VJG�VQVCN�RTKEG��UJCNN�RTQXKFG�VJG�WPKV�RTKEG
KPHQTOCVKQP�KP�VJG�OCPPGT�RTGUETKDGF�JGTGKP����

5GEVKQP������6GTOU�HQT�7PKV�2TKEKPI

6JG� FGENCTCVKQP� QH� VJG� WPKV� RTKEG� QH� C� RCTVKEWNCT
EQOOQFKV[�KP�CNN�RCEMCIG�UK\GU�QHHGTGF�HQT�UCNG�KP�C
TGVCKN�GUVCDNKUJOGPV�UJCNN�DG�WPKHQTON[�CPF�EQPUKUVGPVN[
GZRTGUUGF�KP�VGTOU�QH�

��� � 2TKEG� RGT� MKNQITCO�QT� ���� ITCOU�� QT� RTKEG� RGT
RQWPF�QT�QWPEG��KH�VJG�PGV�SWCPVKV[�QH�EQPVGPVU�QH�VJG
EQOOQFKV[�KU�KP�VGTOU�QH�YGKIJV�

����2TKEG�RGT�NKVGT�QT�����OKNNKNKVGTU��QT�RTKEG�RGT�FT[
SWCTV�QT�FT[�RKPV��KH�VJG�PGV�SWCPVKV[�QH�EQPVGPVU�QH�VJG
EQOOQFKV[�KU�KP�VGTOU�QH�FT[�OGCUWTG�QT�XQNWOG�

��� 2TKEG� RGT� NKVGT� QT� ���� OKNNKNKVGTU�� QT� RTKEG� RGT
ICNNQP��SWCTV��RKPV��QT�HNWKF�QWPEG��KH�VJG�PGV�SWCPVKV[
QH� EQPVGPVU� QH� VJG� EQOOQFKV[� KU� KP� VGTOU� QH� NKSWKF
XQNWOG�

����2TKEG�RGT�KPFKXKFWCN�WPKV�QT�OWNVKRNG�WPKVU�KH�VJG�PGV
SWCPVKV[�QH�EQPVGPVU�QH�VJG�EQOOQFKV[�KU�KP�VGTOU�QH
EQWPV�

��� � 2TKEG� RGT� USWCTG� OGVGT�� USWCTG� FGEKOGVGT�� QT
USWCTG�EGPVKOGVGT��QT�RTKEG�RGT�USWCTG�[CTF��USWCTG
HQQV��QT�USWCTG�KPEJ��KH�VJG�PGV�SWCPVKV[�QH�EQPVGPVU�QH
VJG��EQOOQFKV[�KU�KP�VGTOU�QH�CTGC�� ����+P�CP[�TGVCKN�GUVCDNKUJOGPV�KP�YJKEJ�VJG�WPKV�RTKEG

5GEVKQP����'ZGORVKQPU

���5OCNN�2CEMCIGU����%QOOQFKVKGU�UJCNN�DG�GZGORV
HTQO�VJGUG�RTQXKUKQPU�YJGP�RCEMCIGF�KP�SWCPVKVKGU�QH
NGUU��VJCP����I�
��QWPEG��QT����O.�
��HNWKF�QWPEG���QT
YJGP�VJG�VQVCN�TGVCKN�RTKEG�KU����EGPVU�QT�NGUU��

����5KPING�+VGOU����%QOOQFKVKGU�UJCNN�DG�GZGORV�HTQO
VJGUG�RTQXKUKQPU�YJGP�QPN[�QPG�DTCPF�KP�QPN[�QPG�UK\G
KU�QHHGTGF�HQT�UCNG�KP�C�RCTVKEWNCT�TGVCKN�GUVCDNKUJOGPV�

���+PHCPV�(QTOWNC����(QT��KPHCPV�HQTOWNC���WPKV�RTKEG
KPHQTOCVKQP� OC[� DG� DCUGF� QP� VJG� TGEQPUVKVWVGF

XQNWOG�� � +PHCPV� HQTOWNC � OGCPU� � C� HQQF� VJCV� KU
TGRTGUGPVGF�HQT�URGEKCN�FKGVCT[�WUG�UQNGN[�CU�C�HQQF�HQT
KPHCPVU�D[�TGCUQPU�QH�KVU�UKOWNCVKQP�QH�JWOCP�OKNM�QT
UWKVCDKNKV[� CU� C� EQORNGVG� QT� RCTVKCN� UWDUVKVWVG� HQT
JWOCP�OKNM�

���8CTKGV[� CPF�%QODKPCVKQP�2CEMCIGU�� ��8CTKGV[
CPF�%QODKPCVKQP� 2CEMCIGU� CU� FGHKPGF� KP� h���� CPF
h����� KP� VJG� 7PKHQTO� 2CEMCIKPI� CPF
.CDGNKPI4GIWNCVKQP UJCNN�DG�GZGORV�HTQO�VJGUG
5GG�0QVG����

RTQXKUKQPU��

0QVG� ��� 5GG� �7PKHQTO� 2CEMCIKPI� CPF� .CDGNKPI
4GIWNCVKQP��

5GEVKQP�����2TKEKPI�

����6JG�WPKV�RTKEG�UJCNN�DG�VQ�VJG�PGCTGUV�EGPV�YJGP�C
FQNNCT�QT�OQTG�

����+H�VJG�WPKV�RTKEG�KU�WPFGT�C�FQNNCT��KV�UJCNN�DG�NKUVGF�

C��VQ�VJG�VGPVJ�QH�C�EGPV��QT

D��VQ�VJG�YJQNG�EGPV��

E�� VJG� TGVCKN� GUVCDNKUJOGPV� UJCNN� JCXG� VJG� QRVKQP� QH
WUKPI� �
C�� QT� 
D��� DWV� UJCNN� PQV� KORNGOGPV� DQVJ
OGVJQFU��

F�� VJG� TGVCKN� GUVCDNKUJOGPV� UJCNN� CEEWTCVGN[� CPF
EQPUKUVGPVN[�WUG�VJG�UCOG�OGVJQF�QH�TQWPFKPI�WR�QT
FQYP�VQ�EQORWVG�VJG�RTKEG�VQ�VJG�YJQNG�EGPV�

5GEVKQP����2TGUGPVCVKQP�QH�2TKEG

KPHQTOCVKQP� KU� RTQXKFGF� KP� CEEQTFCPEG� YKVJ� VJG
RTQXKUKQPU�QH�VJKU�TGIWNCVKQP��VJCV�KPHQTOCVKQP�OC[�DG
FKURNC[GF�D[�OGCPU�QH�C�UKIP�VJCV�QHHGTU�VJG�WPKV�RTKEG
HQT� QPG� QT� OQTG� DTCPFU� CPF�QT� UK\GU� QH� C� IKXGP
EQOOQFKV[��D[�OGCPU�QH�C�UVKEMGT��UVCOR��UKIP��NCDGN�
QT�VCI�CHHKZGF�VQ�VJG�UJGNH�WRQP�YJKEJ�VJG�EQOOQFKV[
KU�FKURNC[GF��QT�D[�OGCPU�QH�C�UVKEMGT��UVCOR��UKIP�
CDNG��QT�VCI�CHHKZGF�VQ�VJG�EQPUWOGT�EQOOQFKV[�

���9JGTG�C�UKIP�RTQXKFKPI�WPKV�RTKEG�KPHQTOCVKQP�HQT
QPG�QT�OQTG�UK\GU�QT�DTCPFU�QH�C�IKXGP�EQOOQFKV[�KU
WUGF�� VJCV� UKIP� UJCNN� DG� FKURNC[GF� ENGCTN[� CPF� KP� C
PQPFGEGRVKXG�OCPPGT�KP�C�EGPVTCN�NQECVKQP�CU�ENQUG�CU
RTCEVKECN�VQ�CNN�KVGOU�VQ�YJKEJ�VJG�UKIP�TGHGTU�



Unit Pricing Regulation

108

��� +H� C� UKPING� UKIP� QT� VCI� KPENWFGU� VJG� WPKV� RTKEG
KPHQTOCVKQP�HQT�OQTG�VJCP�QPG�DTCPF�QT�UK\G�QH�C�IKXGP
EQOOQFKV[�� VJGP�VJG�HQNNQYKPI�KPHQTOCVKQP�UJCNN�DG
RTQXKFGF�


C�� 6JG� KFGPVKV[� CPF� VJG� DTCPF� PCOG� QH� VJG
EQOOQFKV[�


D��6JG�SWCPVKV[�QH�VJG�RCEMCIGF�EQOOQFKV[�KH�OQTG
VJCP�QPG�RCEMCIG�UK\G�RGT�DTCPF�KU�FKURNC[GF�


E��6JG�VQVCN�TGVCKN�UCNGU�RTKEG�


F��6JG�RTKEG�RGT�CRRTQRTKCVG�WPKV��KP�CEEQTFCPEG�YKVJ
5GEVKQP����6GTOU�HQT�7PKV�2TKEKPI�

5GEVKQP����7PKHQTOKV[

��� +H� FKHHGTGPV�DTCPFU�QT�RCEMCIG� UK\GU�QH� VJG� UCOG
EQPUWOGT�EQOOQFKV[�CTG�GZRTGUUGF�KP�OQTG�VJCP�QPG
WPKV�QH�OGCUWTG�
G�I���UQHV�FTKPMU�CTG�QHHGTGF�HQT�UCNG
KP� �� NKVGT� DQVVNGU� CPF� ��� HN�� Q\�� ECPU��� VJG� TGVCKN
GUVCDNKUJOGPV�UJCNN�WPKV�RTKEG�VJG�KVGOU�EQPUKUVGPVN[��
��
��� 9JGP� OGVTKE� WPKVU� CRRGCT� QP� VJG� EQPUWOGT
EQOOQFKV[�KP�CFFKVKQP�VQ�QVJGT�WPKVU�QH�OGCUWTG��VJG
TGVCKN�GUVCDNKUJOGPV�OC[�KPENWFG�DQVJ�WPKVU�QH�OGCUWTG
QP�CP[�UVCORU��VCIU��NCDGNU��UKIPU��QT�NKUVU�

5GEVKQP�����'HHGEVKXG�&CVG�

6JKU�TGIWNCVKQP�UJCNN�DGEQOG�GHHGEVKXG�QP�AAAAA���A�
)KXGP�WPFGT�O[�JCPF�CPF�VJG�UGCN�QH�O[�QHHKEG�KP�VJG
%KV[�QH�AAAAAAA��QP�VJKU�AAAA�FC[�QH�AAAAAAA�����A�
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